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	SSC title:  How general practice clinicians document domestic violence and child safeguarding
Clinicians in general practice often struggle to link the issues of domestic violence and child protection and to respond effectively.  The lack of clear guidance and training on the interface between domestic violence and child safeguarding is often resulting in variation in primary care practice and uncertainty in managing families affected by domestic violence and abuse. Research shows that there is considerable uncertainty surrounding the best mechanisms for ensuring safety when documenting domestic violence in families’ medical notes. The decision to document exemplifies the tension general practice clinicians face between sharing information to promote the safety of the child, and limiting information to maintain the confidentiality and safety of the abused parent. 
This SSC is an opportunity to gain a better understanding of the challenge and complexity of recording domestic violence and abuse in general practice. Students will have an opportunity to analyse anonymised qualitative interview data with GPs, practice nurses and practice managers on this issue. They will be able to explore and reflect on questions of records keeping, online access to health records, confidentiality and safety while gaining insights into qualitative empirical research. 
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